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APA Fellowship Guideline 
 

 
Dear Member,  
 
We enthusiastically invite you to apply for Fellow status in the American Psychiatric 
Association!   
 
The criteria to become an APA Fellow are: 
 
• General Member for at least five consecutive years 
• Certification by the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology, the Royal College of 

Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, or the American Osteopathic Association 
• Three letters of recommendation from current Fellows, Life Fellows, Distinguished 

Fellows or Distinguished Life Fellows 
• 30-day review period for the district branch to offer comments about the Fellowship 

candidate 
• Approval by the APA Membership Committee  
• Approval by the APA Board of Trustees 
 
Members who apply and are approved for the category of Fellow this year will officially 
become Fellows on January 1, 2008, and will be invited to participate in the Convocation of 
Distinguished Fellows during the 2008 Annual Meeting in Washington, DC. 
 
 
I strongly encourage you to take advantage of this exciting opportunity to become a Fellow of 
the American Psychiatric Association.  If you have any questions, please contact the APA 
Membership Department through the number listed above. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chair, Membership Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
September 1st is the deadline.   (The typewritten letters of recommendation, if you choose to submit them separately from your 
application, must be received by September 1st. as well, or your nomination cannot be considered 
 

Send to: Metro Omaha Medical Society 
               7906 Davenport St. 

Omaha, NE 68114 
Attn: Andrea Walker-Provider Resource Specialist 

or 
Fax to: 402-393-3216 

Email to: awalker@omahamedical.com 
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SAMPLE LETTER 
 
Dear Dr. XXX: 
 
I am writing to support the election of ***, M.D., from Member to Fellow in the American Psychiatric 
Association. 
 
I have known Dr. *** since 19** when he began his residency program in psychiatry at *** University School of 
Medicine.  It was clear to me early on that *** was a hardworking, bright young physician who could eventually 
make important contributions in the field of substance abuse.  Even during his residency, he worked part time 
with our drug dependence unit, especially with the pioneering studies we were doing with the narcotic antagonist, 
naltrexone.  He has since residency gone on to fulfill that early promise, as I shall detail in the paragraphs below.  
He is considered one of the outstanding researchers in the United States in psychopharmacologic aspects of 
substance abuse treatment.  He is a prolific writer and lecturer, and a superb mentor for younger faculty and 
residents.  At the same time, he has maintained an active schedule of being involved in other activities that 
improve mental health in the community and in the larger arena as well.  I thus consider it an honor to be able to 
nominate him for election to Distinguished Fellowship in the APA. 
 
 
1. Certification 

 
Not only is *** certified by the ABPN, he has taken an active role in working for the new subspecialty of 
addiction psychiatry. 

 

2. Involvement in APA Activities 
 

Individuals make their contributions to the APA in a number of ways.  Some do it through active involvement 

with district branch activities.  ***'� Contributions have been more with the work of the APA at the national 

level as it pertains to improving the knowledge and practice regarding addiction in psychiatry.  Thus, he has 

been involved in both the DSM-IIIR field trails and the DSM-IV Work Group for ***.  He has represented 

the APA at FDA hearings on topics such as interim methadone and was on the APA work group for revising 

the methadone guidelines.  *** will, I believe, continue to be an important contributor to these activities.  

Given his reputation in the field, it is clear he will continue to be called upon by the APA to be one of their 

substance abuse experts.  He has been a corresponding member of the Council on *** since 19**. 

 
3. Activities in Other Medical and Professional Organizations 
 

*** was a founding member of the American Academy of *** and is Co-chairman of their Committee for 
***.  Inasmuch as I also have been involved with that organization, since its inception, I can attest to the very 
active role that he has taken in helping this fledgling organization get off the ground.  In addition, he has been 
elected to membership in American College of Neuropsychopharmacology, one of the most prestigious 
scientific organizations.  The Committee on Problems of Drug Dependence is one of the oldest organizations 
dealing with policy and research issues in the area of drug abuse.  *** has been a member of their Board 
since 19**.  He is also on the Scientific Advisory Group of two major academic research centers at *** and 
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at ***.  In short, in spite of his busy schedule and numerous grants, he has taken the time to reach out and be 
helpful to other organizations involved in research and policy issues in the substance abuse arena.  Nor is his 
membership in these groups perfunctory.  Once he joins an organization, he takes an active role in furthering 
its activities and goals.   

4. Participation in Non-Compensated mental Health and Medical Activities 
 

***�s activities in this arena again reach the level of excellence expected of Distinguished Fellow.  He is on 
the Editorial Board or Editorial Consultant for a number of journals, is very active in ad hoc and standing 
committees both at NIDA and at the Veteran�s Administration and has consulted to Congress.  I know from 
my own involvement with a number of congressional committees that ***�s testimony and advice about 
issues relating to medication development for substance abuse is highly prized. 

 

5. Participation in Community Activities Unrelated to Income Producing Activities 
 

Perhaps the best example of this category is his work with United States *** Association and the *** Group.  
He has been a member of the Sports Medicine Committee of the U.S. *** Association for over 5 years and 
has actively worked with the *** group as well, being treasurer and president in the recent past.  *** loves 
*** but, instead of just enjoying it himself, he has reached out to help others and the sport in general. 

 

6. Clinical Contributions 
 

An Award that speaks to the high regard in which his clinical and research peers regard him is the *** Award 
from *** for developing new pharmacotherapies for substance abuse.  I was one of the individuals who 
nominated him for this award because of my belief that he has made major contributions to our field in this 
endeavor.  I am also well aware of all the important contributions he made to the Substance Abuse Treatment 
Unit at *** which I headed for many years.  He is frequently sought out by his peers for medication consults 
both locally and nationally. 

 

7. Administrative Contributions 
 

When I headed the program at ***, *** was the Associate Scientific Director of our research endeavors.  
When I left to take a position in Washington, he became one of the two co-directors running the Substance 
Abuse Treatment Unit and is now head of the Substance Abuse Research Center. He fulfills his 
administrative duties with great conscientiousness and competence, and I know that he is being considered by 
Departments of Psychiatry for potential chairman positions.  If does take one at some point in the future, I am 
sure he will do as good a job with that as he has done with the Substance Abuse Unit at ***. 

 

8. Teaching Contributions 
 

*** has advanced to become Associate Professor of Psychiatry at ***.  He has lectured both nationally and 
internationally and is sought out by Departments of Psychiatry across the country to lecture and consult.  He 
enjoys working with medical students and residents and is both a good lecturer and a good mentor. 

 

9. Scientific and Scholarly Publications 
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In this area *** has made substantial contributions.  He has over 100 published articles and he and I have 
recently co-edited a book on the treatment of cocaine dependence.  His writings have been published in the 
top ranked peer reviewed journals in our field. 

 

      *** is an extraordinarily hardworking, productive psychiatrist, but, more than that, he is an individual of integrity and 
compassion.  He is a credit to his profession and I believe will remain one of the leaders in the substance abuse field 
for decades to come.  It is my considered opinion that in the various nine categories he not only meets the 
qualifications, but is outstanding in most of them.  I can without hesitation support his election from Member to 
Distinguished Fellow in the American Psychiatric Association. 

 

Sincerely yours, 
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SAMPLE LETTER 
 
February 8, XXXX  
       
TO: Membership Committee 
 
RE: *** ***, M.D. 
      APA Distinguished Fellowship Nomination 
 
I have written more than a dozen letters of recommendation for APA Fellowship, but never with as 
much enthusiasm as this letter supporting the nomination of Dr. ***.  I have known Dr. *** for more 
than ** years, have followed his work very closely, and can only express surprise that this honor has 
not been conferred earlier. 
 
Let me summarize Dr. ***�s qualifications: 
 
1. Dr. *** was certified by the ABPN in 19**. 
 
2. Dr.*** has been one of the most important contributors to the DSM-IV effort sponsored by APA.  

As a member of the *** working group, he combined systematic and comprehensive scholarship 
with extensive clinical knowledge in a fashion that has been a model for all of our work groups.  
Dr. *** has supervised the development and refinement of a valuable series of reviews 
documenting decisions made for DSM-IV.  He has organized a series of data reanalyses that 
supplement and provide further documentation for the DSM-IV process.  Dr. *** has also been an 
important figure in the development of a DSM-IV version for use in primary care.  I would like to 
emphasize Dr. ***�s dedication and willingness to take on complex and difficult tasks for the 
Association.  My guess is that very few members have made as much of a time commitment to the 
Association during the past *** years as has Dr. ***. 

 
3. Dr. *** has also been a tireless worker on behalf of improving patient access to care and to patient 

educational efforts.  Other letters of recommendation will highlight this. 
 
4. Dr. *** is the clinician I trust most on questions related to the Anxiety and Mood Disorders.  He 

has a balanced clinical approach that combines a deep knowledge of psychopharmacology with an 
understanding of the methods and potentials of psychotherapy. 

 
5. Dr. *** is a superb and creative administrator.  He established one of the first and most successful 

Anxiety Disorders Specialty Clinics and has recently expanded this to provide a specialty clinic 
devoted to the needs of minority patients.  He has also been brilliant administratively in his 
leadership role in the DSM-IV effort. 

 
6. Dr. *** is one of the clearest and most effective teachers I have known.  His presentations are 

comprehensive, scholarly and clinically useful.  It is no surprise that he is one of the most sought 
after teachers in our field.  Furthermore, he has been especially generous and helpful as a mentor of 
younger colleagues. 
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7. Dr. *** is one of the leading researchers in the field of Anxiety Disorders and has made especially 
important and clinically meaningful contributions to our understanding of Panic Disorders, Social 
Phobias, and Atypical Depression. 

 
In summary, Dr. *** is one of the few individuals with the talent and energy to excel as a clinician, 
researcher, educator, and administrator, and also to devote great amounts of time to important APA 
activities and other public services.  He will grace our Distinguished Fellowship. 
 
Cordially, 
*** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send to: Metro Omaha Medical Society 
7906 Davenport St. 
Omaha, NE 68114 

Attn: Andrea Walker-Provider Resource Specialist 
or 

Fax to: 402-393-3216 
Email to: awalker@omahamedical.com 
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Nebraska�s Distinguish-Life & Fellows 2007 List 
 

FIRST 
NAME 

LAST 
NAME TITLE ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIPCODE  PHONE OFFICE 

John Baldwin MD 2200 Saint Marys Ave Lincoln NE 
68502-
3749 

(402) 441-
6641   

(402) 441-
8625 

Edward Beitenman MD 6901 N 72nd St Omaha NE 
68122-
1709 

(402) 449-
4658    

Shashi Bhatia MD 3528 Dodge St Omaha NE 
68131-
3202 

(402) 365-
8828   

(402) 365-
8815 

Subhash Bhatia MD 9818 Westchester Dr Omaha NE 
68114-
3858 

(402) 449-
0619   

(402) 449-
0677 

William Burke MD PO Box 985580 Omaha NE 
68198-
0001 

(402) 354-
6591   

(402) 354-
6896 

Eli Chesen MD 1919 S 40th St Ste 320 Lincoln NE 
68506-
5248 

(402) 488-
5765    

Terry Davis MD,JD PO Box 540973 Omaha NE 
68154-
8973 

(402) 637-
0101    

John Donaldson MD 10815 Elm St Omaha NE 
68144-
4819 

(402) 397-
8725   

(402) 397-
5646 

Louise Eaton MD 8120 Pacific St Omaha NE 
68114-
5352 

(402) 393-
2132    

Merrill Eaton MD 8120 Pacific St Omaha NE 
68114-
5352 

(402) 393-
2132    

Paul Fine MD 11414 W Center Rd Omaha NE 
68144-
4486 

(402) 330-
4014   

(402) 334-
2930 

Carl Greiner MD 
985575 Nebraska 
Medical Ctr Omaha NE 

68198-
5575 

(402) 354-
6656 

(402) 354-
6899 

Ernest Haffke MD 317 Inglewood Cir Papillion NE 
68133-
3366 

(402) 559-
5019    

Steven Hansen MD 223 E 4th St Hastings NE 68901-5227  

Klaus Hartmann MD 6105 Andrew Ct Lincoln NE 
68512-
1902 

(402) 423-
7666   

(402) 423-
8263 

H. Henderson MD 1027 Fawn Pkwy Omaha NE 68154-3504  

Janet McGivern MD 
9239 W Center Rd Ste 
211 Omaha NE 

68124-
1900 

(402) 399-
9305   

(402) 397-
3191 

Beverley Mead MD 3528 Dodge St Omaha NE 
68131-
3202 

(402) 345-
7100   

(402) 345-
8815 

Thomas Murray MD 3810 Avenue A Ste 1 Kearney NE 
68847-
8159 

(308) 236-
5152    

Robert Osborne MD 
3424 Cape Charles Rd 
W Lincoln NE 68516-5446  

Sanat Roy MD 2200 Saint Marys Ave Lincoln NE 
68502-
3749 

(402) 441-
7940 

(402) 441-
8625 

Michael Sedlacek MD 9239 W Center Rd Omaha NE 
68124-
1900 

(402) 399-
9305   

(402) 397-
3191 

Blaine Shaffer MD PO Box 98925 Lincoln NE 
68509-
8925 

(402)  471-
7795  

(402)  471-
7859 

Arun Sharma MD 15664 Webster St Omaha NE 
68118-
2234 

(402) 398-
5550    

Merle Sjogren MD 6316 S 28th St Lincoln NE 
68516-
4610 

(402) 421-
7763    

Donald Swanson MD 
68198 Nebraska 
Medical Ctr Omaha NE 

68198-
5575 

(402) 354-
6800   

(402) 354-
6801 

Rafael Tatay MD 2222 S 16th St Ste 330 Lincoln NE 
68502-
3785 

(402) 474-
1511 

(402) 474-
1611 

Timothy Tse MD 687 N 58th St Omaha NE 
68132-
2001 

(402) 351-
5461   

(402) 351-
2999 

Steven Wengel MD 
985580 Nebraska 
Medical Ctr Omaha NE 

68198-
5580 

(402) 354-
6591   

(402) 354-
6896 
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FIRST NAME LAST NAME EMAIL ADDRESS Dist/Life/Fellow 
John Baldwin jbaldwin@1nebraska.com DLF  
Edward Beitenman  DLF  
Shashi Bhatia sbhatia@creighton.edu DF  
Subhash Bhatia  DF  
William Burke WJBURKE@UNMC.EDU FE  
Eli Chesen  DLF  
Terry Davis  FE  
John Donaldson johnydonaldsonmd@cox.net DLF  
Louise Eaton  DLF  
Merrill Eaton  DLF  
Paul Fine spfine@aol.com DLF  
Carl Greiner cgreiner@unmc.edu DF  
Ernest Haffke ehaffke@cox.com DLF  
Steven Hansen sahansen@un.net DLF  
Klaus Hartmann klaus@inetnebr.com DLF  
H. Henderson  DLF  
Janet McGivern jpmhetal@aol.com DF  
Beverley Mead  DLF  
Thomas Murray  DLF  
Robert Osborne 93517@alltel.net DLF  
Sanat Roy sroy@ci.lincoln.ne.us DF  
Michael Sedlacek imashrink2@cox.net FE  
Blaine Shaffer blaine.shaffer@hhss.ne.gov DF  
Arun Sharma arsharmas5@aol.com FE  
Merle Sjogren  DLF  
Donald Swanson daswanso@unmc.edu DLF  
Rafael Tatay rtatay@aol.com FE  
Timothy Tse tkttse@cox.net FE  
Steven Wengel  FE  
     


